THURSDAY AUGUST 19 – XX WEEK O.T. [B]
'The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.'
The parables is about a feast. There is a king who gives a wedding feast for his son. There is air of celebration, or better of a great celebration. The groom is not someone from the people. He is the son of the King. The King is God. The Son is Jesus. The kingdom of heaven is to enjoy this banquet that lasts for eternity. As it happens for every wedding celebration, one joins the nuptial feast if one is invited. Without invitation, no one can show up. The one who has to invite is the father of the groom and the father of the bride. Here the one who invites is the king. The king sends his servants to call the guests to the wedding. It is a great honour to join such a great feast. But, surprisingly, the guests have no intention to accept the invitation. What hinders the participation? What is so important to make them refuse the invitation of their king? There is no greater honour on earth. But man is like this. He always gives value to things with no value, with no truth.
Refusing the invitation was not enough for some guests. They lay hold of the king’s servants, they insult and kill them. Now one goes from the refusal to share in the joy of the wedding to the violence with no reason, with no hurt. The king is not indignant because his invitation had been refused, but because of the cruelty, the wickedness, the evilness of the guests against his servants. From the refusal of the invitation to the mistreating, to the killing, to the stoning there is the abyss of evil. A king is a true king if he ensures the justice of a servant toward another servant, of all servants toward all servants. Justice that does not come from his heart, but from the heart of God. Without the observance of the justice of God, there is not true kingdom. The king is obliged to ensure the justice according to God in his kingdom. If he does not do it, he makes himself responsible of every moral and spiritual, economic and social, familiar and religious disorder.
Now the king is thinking about the wedding feast for his son again. A new order is given to the servants. They have to go into the main roads and invite to the wedding feast everyone they will find. The king extends the invitation to every other person. Everyone can be called, everyone will have to be. We know that since the first day, after the original sin, the salvation is for every man. The will of universal salvation of our God is immortal truth. The redemption operated by Jesus the Lord is for all people. No man is excluded from salvation. This truth is essence and substance of the heart of God. One takes this truth away, God is no longer the true God. But the universal salvation of the true God is in Christ, with Christ, for Christ. One takes Christ away, there is no longer true salvation. The truth of the heart of God, of his universal salvation, is not subject to the moods of men and not even of the missionaries or of the servants invited to call everyone to the wedding of the son of the king. Everyone is called to respect the will of God. Today, with subtle, devilish, hellish reasons, all of them fruit of the flesh and not of the Holy Spirit, one is replacing in everything the will of God with the thought of man, passing it off as divine and eternal will.
Let us read the text of Mt 22,1-14
Jesus again in reply spoke to them in parables, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to come. A second time he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those invited: "Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the feast."' Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his business. The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.' The servants went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to meet the guests he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. He said to him, 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' But he was reduced to silence. Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' Many are invited, but few are chosen."
The order is executed. The servants go out into the main road and gather everyone they can find, bad and good alike, and the hall is filled with guests. Again, we have to highlight some truth of the narration of Jesus. The servants go out. They call everyone. This was the order of the king. The king did not say to them to make a distinction between man and man, between who is worthy and who is not worthy, between who is god and who is not good. They call everyone they can find. No one will have to draw erroneous conclusion from this parable. The missionaries of Christ Jesus must call every man to convert and believe in the Gospel. Jesus himself says that He was not sent for the righteous, but for sinners. "Those who are well do not need a physician, but the sick do.” This is the responsibility of the missionary, of the apostle, of the scholar, of the envoy. But, then, the responsibility of the single person called comes and begins. It is up to the one who is called to show himself at the banquet according to the rules of the banquet. The king comes to see the invited guests. In the hall, he sees a man who does not wear the wedding garment. This man has accepted the invitation, but he has not observed the rules. Invitation and rules are two different things. The invitation is of the king, the rules of the invited guests. Not only must this distinction be made, as it is the essence of the invitation itself, but it must also be taught. Today the teachers, who are supposed to teach the rules related to the kingdom of God, are precisely the ones who abolish every rule. The damage is serious. The king pretends the respect of the rules. 'My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?' Why did you not observe the rules of the banquet? He was reduced to silence. There are no justifications. The rules must be observed. Rules are objective, never subjective. They are objective as they are out of our heart, of our thoughts, of our mind, of our will. They come from the heart of God and no one has power over them. They are eternal rules.
The words of the king tell us that he is obliged to observe the rules of the kingdom, as well. 'Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.' It urges that also this truth must be placed over the lampstand. Can the Lord transgress his rules? Never. They are his own nature. If he transgressed his rules, he would no longer be true God. God is true God since his Word is eternally his Word. The Lord has never modified his Word. He might never modify, change, alter, transform, cancel, abrogate it. If the Lord did it, he would no longer be God since he would no longer be reliable. Who would believe in a God with no fidelity to his Word? Salvation, redemption, blessing are promises made by God to every man. They will be of the man who has accepted the rules of the kingdom. This man has not accepted the rules, he cannot stay in the hall of the banquet. He is thrown outside.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The call to the kingdom of God is for everyone. Whom will the kingdom be for? For everyone who accept the call and observe the rules. If many accept the call, few are those who observe the rules of truth and justice. Consequently, few people will enter the eternal kingdom of our God. Every Word of the Gospel reveals the falsity of our heart and the lie coming out of our mouth. From God’s mouth one Word comes out, from ours another one. God says that many are the called, but few are the chosen. We say that everyone is chosen tomorrow in eternity, no matter the call and the observance of the rules of the kingdom. God says that many will lose themselves, instead we say no one. Since the rules are of God and not ours, we have no power to modify them. If we modify them, the modification has no value before the Lord. God observes only his rules, never ours. His are immutable. May the Mother of God obtain for us a great effusion of Holy Spirit so that we understand every Word of Christ Jesus. Amen.
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